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[AFTER the death of Muhammad, the army he had
fintended for Syria was despatched thither by Abu Bakr, in
spite of the protestations made by certain Muslims in view
of the then disturbed state of Arabia. He silenced their
f expostulations with the words: “I will not revoke any order
f given by the Prophet. Medina may become the prey of wild
’beasts, but the army must carry out the wishes of
=Muhammad.” This was the first of that wonderful series of
# campaigns in which the Arabs overran Syria, Persia and
§ Northern Africa—overturning the ancient kingdom of Persia
’and despoiling the Roman Empire of some of its fairest
¢ provinces. |
(The Preaching of Islam By T.W. Arnold. Chapter
III. Page 41. London Constable and Company Ltd. 1913)
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’ The newly-elected caliph Abu Bakr ordered the

’expedition to be resumed, in accordance with the Prophet’s
wishes, though the tribes were already in revolt. Usama
’reached the region of al-Balka in Syria, where Zayd had
g fallen, and raided the village of Ubna......His victory brought
’ joy to Medina, depressed by news of the ridda, thus acquiring
# an importance out of proportion to its real significance, which
g caused it later to be regarded as the beginning
f of a campaign for the conquest of Syria.
’ (The Encyclopaedia of Islam vol. 10 Page 913 Under
’Usama Printed by Leiden brill 2000)
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